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These messages may be copied in their entirety to h elp Christians in the

task of rearing their children for God. They are n ot to be changed in any

manner or to be sold. This header must be on any ¢ opy. If you have any
guestions, please feel free to contact the author.

Rearing Spiritual Children

Train up a child in the way he should go: and whea s old, he will not depart from.it
Proverbs 22:8y son, give me thine heart, and let thine eyesasize my ways.Proverbs
23:26

The Bible has a lot to say about rearing childreFhis lesson or message undoubtedly
will be different from the normal thinking or perpa even what you have ever heard
before. It is not my purpose to criticize anyon&od knows my heart. Just as the Bible
gives principles for other areas of life, it givgsinciples in this area as well. | know
there is a lot of confusion in this area. Pareate hurting. Children are hurting. We
certainly are not seeing children grow up and seheelLord today. Why?

| have children of my own. All | can tell you is at the Bible says. | know the Bible
works. If it does not work, the problem is not Withe Bible; the problem is with me.

| know that you sitting out there can say, “Wellkhow a preacher’s child that turned out
not serving the Lord.” Well, I can tell you abothhem too, many of them who are not
serving or living for God. One of the biggest prebis with children today is inconsistent
pattern in parents. | remember when my son playtte lleague baseball. The coach
scheduled a practice on a Wednesday night. | didasitate for one second and he did'nt
go to that practice and miss church. We don’t néedtart a pattern of unfaithfulness
V\r/]ith our children, because they are watching to gd2ad and Mom are who they say
they are.

Hebrews 10:25 “Not forsaking the assembling of @lwves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much ithare, as ye see the day
approaching.”



I’'m not trying to put anyone on a guilt trip, butiven you talk to people you get this
response. “We did all we could do. We took thé&mchurch, had family devotions etc.”

If you really get to digging in their lives, yourd real spiritual inconsistencies. It is that
way every time. The Bible gives us commands. TBsvery important. God’s
commands are directed to our will. Whenever Godegius a command, He makes us
responséilble. God knows we can do that. God da#smake us responsible for things we
cannot do.

Proverbs 22:6 Traimp a child in the way he should go: and when held, he will not
depart from it. Proverbs is a book about a father instructing &@1. Much of the
teaching of Proverbs is by contrast. If you reallgint to know about the subject of child
rearing read the book of Proverbs.

Notice here in the first half of this vers@fain up a child in the way he should goThis
word training has to do with spiritual instructiorBo many parents are concerned about
the physical and social well being of their chilbt they are neglecting the spiritual well
being of the child. Most parents have the ideth#y bring their children to church, send
them to a Christian school, and pray at meals;iit turn out okay.

Notice it says, Train”. This is like an athlete in training. Keep workj at it all the time
and do not let up. As parents, you need to setryoind to it. The first part of this verse
deals with a commandTrain up a child in the way he should gQuestion? Who is the
command to? Parents? More specifically, fathe¥ast for the sake of reinforcing this,
look at Ephesians 6:And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrablut bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the LoréHow does a father provoke his children to
wrath? By not bringing them up in the nurture aadmonition of the Lord. The word
nurture means training with structure. In the home, Gas$lgiven an order. The order
for the home is Christ, husband, wife, and childrerhis order is given for that basis,
order. When God’s order is violated, you have algem. In fact | see this as being one
of the biggest spiritual problems we have today.

Notice that the first part of Proverbs 22:6 is ammand. This is commanded, it makes us
as parents responsible.

The second part of the verseasd when he is old My understanding of the Hebrew
meaning for this phrase is when the child leaveshibuse. Not when he is seventy-five
he will return. It means, mom and dad, when thdctkeaves the home he will not depart
from the training you have given him. Remembertttiee word training here is spiritual
training. Remember this is a book of contrastsreHis the principle. If he is trained
right, he will not depart from it. The Bible saysdt right, train him up right, and the
promise of God is he will not depart from living f@&sod. My question: Is God a liar?
No. Then what is the problem? | mean why are vewihg an epidemic of children who
grow up in Christian homes and do not serve God?

The question is, can we rear spiritual childreb& me give you the classic answer that
all preachers and | hear. “Well, Pastor, we ditlvaé could do, but they still went the
other way.” If you start to believe that now, yoa’'going to have some spiritual misfits
and misery on your hands.Parents have had the isétaf thinking, well, we’ll do the
best that we can, but don't really put no effortrgmaring their children.

Therefore, we have identified the sourc€he training is wrong. What is the correct
training? | feel sorry for many parents. Many pastdo not know what it means to rear
children for God. Consequently, it is like the fdi leading the blind. Alternatively,



maybe you were saved as an adult. The answerara in the Bible. | know someone
is going to say, “lI know where you are headed. Yawe going to tell us to attend
services, read the Bible, pray, have family devosi@nd so on. We have done all those
things and look what we have.” Well, all thosertgs are important, but they can be done
mechanically; in essence, not with the right he#rtthey are not done with the right
heart, If they are not done with a real heart fand> You cannot teach a child to have a
spiritual relationship if you do not have a spiaduelationship yourself.

There is an interesting word in Proverbs 1:1-8.isTWord is repeated in verse 2,3,7 and
8. The word ignstruction. Notice inProverbs 1:4,To give subtilty to the simple, to the

young man knowledge and discretionThis instruction deals with the training of

Proverbs 22:6. What kind of training are we taliginbout? Spiritual training. Who is

responsible? Dad. If the training is wrong, theld will depart.

Someone has said, “When a parent is involved in &giwill always show up in the
children.” It always does. Some Bible examplesavi?i, Solomon, and Eli. There are
many others.

We have identified the problem, the training. Rgaldentifying the problem is easy.
The difficult part is correction of the problem.h& problem is the training and who does
it. How many times is mom left with the spirituataining of the children? In most
churches in our country, the mother is left witletbpiritual training of the children. The
guestion in the first message was where are theefa? Do you know what the key verse
is in this book? Listen carefullyRroverbs 23:26 My son, give me thine heart, and let
thine eyes observe my ways.

Dad, you have to get the child’s heaAhd let thine eyes observe my way®o you
know what the real problem is spiritually? The Ilchén are observing the ways of their
dads. We have dads all across this country thas kheir children, but they neglect their
children’s spiritual training. Your children looto you. When they see spiritual things
are not important to you, it all falls in place. ov cannot fool your own children. They
know if you are real or not. They know what takesf place in your life. They know if
you have a real heart for God. Unfortunately, tthevil knows as well and the devil
knows how to use it.

We have identified the problems:
The wrong kind of training and the way the traigiis done.

1. Who is doing the training?
2. The example in the training.

The remedy for wrong training is Dad has to havweal spiritual relationship with the
Lord.

1. Dad has to commit himself to rearing spiritual clrén and has to get the child’s
heart. You must pray for this. Dad has to havea spiritual relationship with the
Lord.

2. Dad has to commit himself to rearing spiritual cligén and has to get the child’s
heart. You must pray for this.



This lesson is designed to identify, correct, amtphparents to train their children to have
a relationship with God and live for Him. Do nasten to excuses from those who have
failed in the rearing of their children spirituallyThe devil knows that misery loves
company. Can we rear spiritual children? AbsdijuteWhy can we rear spiritual
children? Because God says so. You must worleating a godly family. | don’t have
all thefanszljvers to raising children, but | know amwho does, and His name is Jesus the
Son of God.



